
HIPAA:  Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act of 1996 

 
HIPAA, which stands for the American Health Insurance Portability and Accountability 

Act of 1996, is a set of rules to be followed by doctors, hospitals and other health 
care providers. HIPAA helps ensure that all medical records, medical billing, and 
patient accounts meet certain consistent standards with regard to documentation, 
handling and privacy. 

 
www.hipaaguidelines101.com 
www.hhs.gov/ocr/privacy/index.html 
 
 

FERPA:  Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) (20 U.S.C. § 1232g; 34 
CFR Part 99) is a Federal law that protects the privacy of student education 
records. The law applies to all schools that receive funds under an applicable 
program of the U.S. Department of Education. 

FERPA gives parents certain rights with respect to their children's education 
records. These rights transfer to the student when he or she reaches the age of 
18 or attends a school beyond the high school level. Students to whom the rights 
have transferred are "eligible students." 

www2.ed.gov/ferpa 

www.hhs.gov 
 

HITECH:  Health Information Technology for 
Economic and Clinical Health 
The Health Information Technology for Economic and Clinical Health (HITECH) 
Act, enacted as part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, 
was signed into law on February 17, 2009, to promote the adoption and 
meaningful use of health information technology.  Subtitle D of the HITECH Act 
addresses the privacy and security concerns associated with the electronic 
transmission of health information, in part, through several provisions that 
strengthen the civil and criminal enforcement of the HIPAA rules.   

www.hhs.gov 
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